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Illinois Health Care Association Announces Winners of IHCA Excellence Award for Long Term Care Centers 
 
Springfield, IL – The Illinois Health Care Association (IHCA) announced last week the winners of their IHCA Excellence 
Award for Long Term Care Centers. This new award focuses on the quality of care being provided in the long term care 
centers today and is judged on a variety of criteria, including quality measures, Five-Star ratings and resident and staff 
satisfaction survey information. Nine outstanding IHCA Member Centers submitted nominations this year, and after a 
very careful review, two facilities were chosen to receive the award—Alpine Fireside Health Center in Rockford, IL and 
Burgess Square Healthcare and Rehabilitation Centre in Westmont, IL.  
 

Alpine Fireside Health Center is a 99-bed skilled nursing facility serving the Rockford, IL area. It has been owned 
and operated by the Oksnevad family since the early 70s and has been a member of IHCA for nearly 40 years. 
The center’s leadership consistently strives to stay on top of current trends in long term care and offers a wide 
variety of services. The center has an excellent record of staff longevity, and they all live and work by the motto, 
family taking care of family. Their hard work and dedication is reflected in Alpine Fireside’s long-standing 5-Star 
rating and other facility data.  
 
Burgess Square Healthcare and Rehabilitation Centre is a 203-bed skilled nursing center located in Westmont. 
A longtime member of IHCA, Burgess Square offers residents a wide variety of health-related services and top 
notch care. The center’s leaders consistently stay on the cutting edge of long term care to ensure that their 
residents are getting the best care possible. They are continuously looking for the newest technology and tools 
to improve care practices for both the residents and staff. Their hard work recently paid off when they were 
awarded the 5-Star quality rating. Additionally, Burgess Square earned the Bronze National Quality Award from 
AHCA/NCAL in 2017.  

 
“This award was introduced to highlight the outstanding care being offered in our centers across the state,” stated IHCA 
Executive Director Dave Voepel. “It takes into consideration the procedures and practices put in place by long term care 
centers to ensure their residents are receiving quality care around the clock. We had a phenomenal group of facilities 
who submitted nominations for this inaugural year and couldn’t be prouder to have them as part of our membership.” 
 
The IHCA Excellence Award for Long Term Care Centers is judged in the blind by the IHCA Awards Task Force. The awards 
were presented at the General Opening Session during IHCA’s 67th Annual Convention & Expo in Peoria, IL.  
 
ABOUT IHCA  
The Illinois Health Care Association is a non-profit organization comprised of more than 500 licensed and certified long 
term care facilities and programs throughout the state. Its members are comprised of proprietary and non-proprietary 
facilities which represent skilled, intermediate, developmentally disabled, skilled pediatric, assisted living and sheltered 
levels of care. IHCA seeks to promote the highest standard of services in facilities and programs for the elderly and 
physically and mentally challenged. Please visit www.ihca.com for more information. 
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