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Amendatory Veto of HB 4771 Hurts Seniors  
 

On behalf of our residents, Nursing Home and Supportive Living Communities Urge Override 
 
Springfield, IL – Yesterday, Governor Rauner issued an amendatory veto of HB4771. This legislation protects accessibility 
to Medicaid services for the most vulnerable of Illinois’ citizens. As passed by the General Assembly, HB4771 ensures the 
state’s compliance with federally mandated deadlines to determine eligibility for Medicaid services. For over 4 years, the 
state has failed to meet these deadlines, with cases seeing an average of over a year to have a final determination, in 
comparison to the 45 days mandated by federal CMS. These delays have led to recipients passing away before they 
received a determination, services being denied, and providers of long term care services carrying over $300 million in 
debt with no certainty that the state would ever fulfill the promise to pay it. Some nursing homes have been forced to 
close in recent months because of this backlog while seniors and their families are stressed by the uncertainty during 
their time of need.  
 
HB4771 codifies the federal timelines for a determination of eligibility. When the state fails to comply with the timelines 
in federal law, then recipients are granted provisional eligibility and the state will pay for services to those residents. The 
amendatory veto makes three changes that the long term care profession believes are accounted for in existing law. The 
language in the amendatory veto would sunset the provisions of the bill if the state achieved 80% compliance, makes 
clarification that the law would only apply to long term care residents, and allows for the state to recoup funds from 
providers if the recipient is ultimately deemed ineligible. 
 
While the long term care profession is appreciative of recent efforts by the Rauner administration to address this 
problem, they do not go far enough. HB4771 is essential to ensure that a robust provider network is maintained for 
provision of care to Illinois’ vulnerable citizens and that access to care for those individuals is guaranteed. We are deeply 
disappointed in the decision by the Rauner administration to undermine this vital piece of the solution to this problem. 
 
“The federal court has already weighed in on this issue. This legislation codifies what the court has already ordered. The 
Governor’s action yields his leadership of Medicaid to the federal court,” stated Matt Hartman, Executive Director of the 
Illinois Health Care Association. 
 
Wayne Smallwood, the Executive Director of Affordable Assisted Living Coalition added, “This legislation is the very 
incentive needed for the state’s failing bureaucracy to comply with federal law and benefit seniors and their families.” 
 
Kirk Riva, Vice President of Public Policy for LeadingAge Illinois reacted to the amendatory veto language saying, “Since 
when is being 80% compliant with federal law okay? Anything less than 100% compliance makes a mockery of the rule of 
law. This amendatory veto undermines the protections our most vulnerable citizens need and deserve.” 
 
The long term care profession expresses their deepest gratitude to the Illinois General Assembly for recognizing the 
gravity of this situation. In response, the legislature unanimously passed HB4771 and sent it to the Governor. Without 
the leadership of the four legislative caucuses, and members of the General Assembly, we would not be as close to a 
solution to this overwhelming problem as we have been in the past decade. We especially express our deepest gratitude 
to Representative Norine Hammond, Senator John Mulroe, Representative Jay Hoffman and Senator Dave Syverson for 
taking the lead on this issue and moving this legislation through the legislative process. We also would like to thank 
Leader Brady and Leader Durkin in their attempts to convince the Governor to sign HB 4771.  
 
We urge the General Assembly to stand by their decision to protect access to care for these residents and override the 
Governor’s misplaced amendatory veto during the November veto session. 
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ABOUT Affordable Assisted Living Coalition 
The Affordable Assisted Living Coalition is a non-profit organization statewide association representing supportive living 
communities for seniors and younger people with disabilities. Supportive living offers a sensible solution to the growing 
need for affordable housing with services combing independent living with personal care, support services and 
opportunities for socialization. More information about the AALC and Supportive Living is available online at 
www.aalconline.org. Wayne Smallwood is the point of contact for AALC and can be reached at 217-525-0700, ext. 124. 
 
ABOUT Illinois Health Care Association 
The Illinois Health Care Association is a non-profit organization comprised of over 540 licensed and certified long term 
care facilities and programs throughout the state. Its members are comprised of proprietary and non-proprietary 
facilities which represent skilled, intermediate, developmentally disabled, skilled pediatric, assisted living and sheltered 
levels of care. IHCA seeks to promote the highest standard of services in facilities and programs for the elderly and 
physically and mentally challenged. Visit www.ihca.com for more information. Matt Hartman is the point of contact for 
IHCA and can be contacted at 217-528-6455. 
 
ABOUT LeadingAge Illinois 
LeadingAge Illinois is one of the largest and most respected non-profit associations of providers serving Illinois older 
adults. Committed to advancing excellence, LeadingAge Illinois advocates quality services, promotes innovative practices 
and fosters collaboration. LeadingAge Illinois serves more than 500 providers including home and community-based 
services (HCBS), senior housing, continuing care retirement communities (CCRC), assisted living, supportive living and 
skilled nursing/rehabilitation centers. LeadingAge Illinois is the state affiliate of LeadingAge and Argentum (previously 
the Assisted Living Federation of America (ALFA) with a diverse membership now numbering over 500 providers. LAI is 
the largest eldercare association in Illinois that represents the complete continuum of care in aging services from nursing 
home care to home and community-based services. Visit www.leadingageil.org for more information. Kirk Riva is the 
point of contact for LeadingAge Illinois and can be reached at 217-789-1677. 
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