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Illinois Health Care Association Announces Associate Member of the Year for 2019 
 
Springfield, IL – The Illinois Health Care Association (IHCA) recently announced that Southern Bus & Mobility has been 
named the 2019 IHCA Associate Member of the Year. The award was presented during the Opening General Session at 
the association’s 69th Annual Convention & Expo in Springfield.  
 
IHCA’s associate members provide long term care centers with much needed supplies and services. These vendors act as 
partners in care, helping providers to continue raising the level of direct care every day. Southern Bus & Mobility, a 
family owned business, has specialized in transportation solutions for more than 20 years. In 2001 they added mobility 
equipment services, broadening their reach and allowing them to work with long term care providers to meet their 
transportation needs.      
 
As a distributor for commercial shuttle buses and vans, wheelchair vans, wheelchair lifts and mobility equipment and 
other specialty vehicles, Southern Bus & Mobility offers providers affordable options to ensure that they are able 
transport residents safely and comfortably. Additionally, they have full-service facilities in Breese, IL and in St. Louis, MO 
and are committed to servicing their full product line of mobility vehicles.  
 
“Our associate members are a key facet of our association” said IHCA President Rhonda Luther. “They assist providers 
like myself in delivering critical services to our residents and maintaining our bottom line. IHCA is so appreciative of the 
efforts of Southern Bus and are happy to recognize them in this way.”  
 
“Southern Bus & Mobility has been a member of IHCA for over 10 years,” added Executive Director Matt Hartman. “They 
consistently take part in association events and offer their support to IHCA in a variety of ways. We applaud their service 
to long term care and thank them for a job well done.” 
 
“I am honored to receive this prestigious award form IHCA. We are very proud to be part of such a great organization,” 
said Tom Gerdes, company owner. “I have been attending the IHCA convention for over 20 years now and am happy to 
continue to do so in the future. The staff with IHCA have been second to none and are always very accommodating to 
Southern Bus & Mobility at each and every IHCA event we attend.”    
 
“It is very rewarding for us to be able to see individuals either being transported by one of our health care facility clients 
or to be able to make themselves mobile due to a specialty product sold and serviced by Southern Bus & Mobility,” 
added Gerdes.    
 
ABOUT IHCA  
The Illinois Health Care Association is a non-profit organization comprised of more than 530 licensed and certified long 
term care facilities and programs throughout the state. Its members are comprised of proprietary and non-proprietary 
facilities which represent skilled, intermediate, developmentally disabled, skilled pediatric, assisted living and sheltered 
levels of care. IHCA seeks to promote the highest standard of services in facilities and programs for the elderly and 
physically and mentally challenged. Please visit www.ihca.com for more information. 
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