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IHCA Announces Winners of 2019 Staff & Specialty Awards 

 
Springfield, IL – The winners of the 2019 Illinois Health Care Association (IHCA) Staff & Specialty Awards 
were announced last week during National Skilled Nursing Care Week® (NSNCW), formerly National 
Nursing Home Week. The Staff & Specialty Awards, part of IHCA’s Excellence Awards Program, honor the 
hard work and dedication of long term care center staff, as well as the specialty programming put into 
place for the benefit of residents.   
 
Two individuals nominated by the Hawthorne Inn of Danville in Danville, IL were chosen as winners this 
year. Dr. Timothy Horner, Medical Director for the facility, was awarded the 2019 Administrator’s 
Choice Award and volunteer Patricia Cash was named the IHCA Volunteer of the Year.  
 

• Dr. Timothy Horner has been in the medical profession for nearly 30 years. He is a board 
certified family practice physician and has his own practice at Christie Clinic of Danville. He is 
involved in a number of community organizations, including the OSF Foundation, the Vermillion 
County Health Department and the First Baptist Church in Danville. Dr. Horner has been the 
Hawthorne Inn of Danville’s Medical Director for the past 14 years and has become and integral 
part of their operation.  

 
“Dr. Horner takes such special and personal care of each and every resident. He knows every 
resident by their name, their medical history, their medicines,” stated Hawthorne Inn of 
Danville’s regional director, Lisa Miller, “and he truly gets to know them. He leads by example 
and makes every person he comes in contact with feel comfortable and at ease.”  
 

• Patricia Cash has been volunteering at the Liberty Village of Danville campus, where she lives in 
one of the Villa homes, for more than a decade. She is a caring and outgoing person, who enjoys 
using her musical talent to entertain and bring joy to others. In addition to performing shows on 
her own, she also performs with two local bands. Ms. Cash does shows in Illinois, as well as 
Indiana, on a weekly basis, but as a close neighbor to the centers she always finds time to 
volunteer to help the residents.  
 
“Pat is such an outgoing and bubbly lady,” said Liberty Village’s marketing director, Amy 
Thompson. “She is extremely musically talented and belongs to two bands as well as having her 
own show. She volunteers at both Hawthorne Inn and Liberty Estates each month and also helps 
out with our special events, monthly dinners, bus trips, community events and anything else 
that comes up. Once you meet her… you will immediately fall in love with this talented, giving, 
loving and beautiful lady.” 

 
“Staff at long term care centers are devoted to providing the best care possible for the residents in their 
care each and every day,” said IHCA President Rhonda Luther. “This year’s award winners have shown 
that they have what it takes to truly make a difference in the lives of their residents they deserve to be 
recognized for their efforts.” 



 
“We are so proud to be able to honor these outstanding long term care professionals and to have them 
involved in our association. We applaud their dedication and thank them for a job well done,” added 
Executive Director Matt Hartman. 
 
More than 50 nominations were submitted in 2019 from long term care centers around the state. Award 
recipients are nominated by their peers; winners are chosen by the IHCA Awards Task Force.  

 
The Illinois Health Care Association is a non-profit organization comprised of more than 540 licensed and 

certified long term care facilities and programs throughout the state. Its members are comprised of 
proprietary and non-proprietary facilities which represent skilled, intermediate, developmentally 

disabled, skilled pediatric, assisted living and sheltered levels of care. IHCA seeks to promote the highest 
standard of services in facilities and programs for the elderly and physically and mentally challenged. 
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