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Sharon Healthcare Pines Employee Awarded  

IHCA Staff & Specialty Award for 2019 
 
Springfield, IL – The winners of the 2019 Illinois Health Care Association (IHCA) Staff & Specialty Awards 
were announced last week during National Skilled Nursing Care Week® (NSNCW), formerly National 
Nursing Home Week. The Staff & Specialty Awards, part of IHCA’s Excellence Awards Program, honor the 
hard work and dedication of long term care center staff, as well as the specialty programming put into 
place for the benefit of residents.  
 
Wendy Johnson, the dietary manager at Sharon Healthcare Pines in Peoria, IL was named the 2019 
Food Service Professional of the Year.  
 
Wendy Johnson has been dedicated to her career in long term care for more than 30 years, all of which 
have been spent working for Sharon Healthcare in Peoria, IL. In her current role as dietary manager, 
Johnson is responsible for residents at two Sharon Healthcare centers—a 98-bed skilled nursing center 
and a 116-bed intermediate care facility for individuals with traumatic brain injuries.  
 
Johnson is a consummate professional. She is very sensitive to her residents’ needs and preferences, 
going out of her way to fulfill their requests. Even with her multitude of responsibilities, she always 
makes time for her staff and residents.  
 
“Hands down she is the most productive, low maintenance employee I have ever had the privilege to 
supervise,” stated Randall Bauer, administrator at Sharon Healthcare Pines, one of the two buildings 
that Johnson works at. “Not only does she oversee both facilities, but she has always been the ultimate 
team player in a rapidly changing field, maintains a positive attitude, and ALWAYS puts residents first.”  
 
“Staff at long term care centers are devoted to providing the best care possible for the residents in their 
care each and every day,” said IHCA President Rhonda Luther. “This year’s award winners have shown 
that they have what it takes to truly make a difference in the lives of their residents they deserve to be 
recognized for their efforts.” 
 
“We are so proud to be able to honor these outstanding long term care professionals and to have them 
involved in our association. We applaud their dedication and thank them for a job well done,” added 
Executive Director Matt Hartman. 
 
More than 50 nominations were submitted in 2019 from long term care centers around the state. Award 
recipients are nominated by their peers; winners are chosen by the IHCA Awards Task Force.  

 
The Illinois Health Care Association is a non-profit organization comprised of more than 530 licensed and 

certified long term care facilities and programs throughout the state. Its members are comprised of 
proprietary and non-proprietary facilities which represent skilled, intermediate, developmentally 



disabled, skilled pediatric, assisted living and sheltered levels of care. IHCA seeks to promote the highest 
standard of services in facilities and programs for the elderly and physically and mentally challenged. 
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