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St. Vincent’s Home Employees Awarded  
IHCA Staff & Specialty Awards for 2019 

 
Springfield, IL – The winners of the 2019 Illinois Health Care Association (IHCA) Staff & Specialty Awards 
were announced last week during National Skilled Nursing Care Week® (NSNCW), formerly National 
Nursing Home Week. The Staff & Specialty Awards, part of IHCA’s Excellence Awards Program, honor the 
hard work and dedication of long term care center staff, as well as the specialty programming put into 
place for the benefit of residents.   
 
Two staff members from St. Vincent’s Home in Quincy, IL were chosen as winners this year. Denise 
Blackledge was named IHCA Business Office Professional of the Year and Martha Handley was named 
Social Services Professional of the Year.  
 

• Denise Blackledge has been working in long term care for more than 30 years. As business office 
manager at St. Vincent’s Home Blackledge goes above and beyond each day to assist residents 
and their families. She is dedicated making sure that the day-to-day operations of the facility are 
running as smoothly as possible.  

 
“In addition to performing her job at an exemplary level, Denise demonstrates an extraordinary 
commitment to her St. Vincent’s community, as well as the general public,” said fellow St. 
Vincent’s staff member Ashley Bronestine. “Denise takes it upon herself to provide exceptional 
support and service to new faculty and staff. Her skills, willingness to help others, and 
dedication to our home and the community make her a perfect fit for Business Office 
Professional of the Year.”  
 

• With more than 25 years’ experience in long term care, Martha Handley has attained a wealth 
of knowledge. In addition to social services, she has also spent time working in the dietary and 
activity departments. She is dedicated to providing quality care for the residents at St. Vincent’s 
Home, and is always available to work with residents while they are experiencing health issues 
or other stressors or to mentor someone in her department.  

 
“Martha always looks for ways to improve resident care,” said facility administrator, Daniel 
Boeding. “She is determined to ensure our residents are treated with love and respect. She has 
also been an asset in teaching trainees to look at the resident’s view. She spends time with them 
and encourages them to look at the person and see what is in their hearts to help fill any voids.”  

 
“Staff at long term care centers are devoted to providing the best care possible for the residents in their 
care each and every day,” said IHCA President Rhonda Luther. “This year’s award winners have shown 
that they have what it takes to truly make a difference in the lives of their residents they deserve to be 
recognized for their efforts.” 
 



“We are so proud to be able to honor these outstanding long term care professionals and to have them 
involved in our association. We applaud their dedication and thank them for a job well done,” added 
Executive Director Matt Hartman. 
 
More than 50 nominations were submitted in 2019 from long term care centers around the state. Award 
recipients are nominated by their peers; winners are chosen by the IHCA Awards Task Force.  

 
The Illinois Health Care Association is a non-profit organization comprised of more than 540 licensed and 

certified long term care facilities and programs throughout the state. Its members are comprised of 
proprietary and non-proprietary facilities which represent skilled, intermediate, developmentally 

disabled, skilled pediatric, assisted living and sheltered levels of care. IHCA seeks to promote the highest 
standard of services in facilities and programs for the elderly and physically and mentally challenged. 
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